Dr. Mitcer Appresses BrotocicAL GATHERING 


Dr. Roserr C. Mitter, Director of the California Academy of Sciences, visited 
Corvallis, Oregon, the last week in April, where he was invited to head the annual 
Biology Colloquium at Oregon State College. The program of this year’s Collo- 
quium was devoted to aquatic biology and oceanography. 

While in the Northwest, Dr. Miller also visited Seattle to confer with fisheries 
specialists there. Dr. Miller is chairman of the Tuna Fishing Industry Project Com- 
mittee of the California State Reconstruction and Reémployment Commission, and 
Chairman of a subcommittee of the State Chamber of Commerce on the Sardine 


Fishing Industry. 


=< 


New Exuisir o—F MusHrooms at ACADEMY 


Miss Atice Eastwoop, Curator of Botany in the California Academy of Sciences, 
says that a dream she has cherished for many years has been realized in the new 
exhibit of mushrooms and toadstools in the Academy. 

Miss Eastwood believes that this exhibit will help to familiarize Californians with 
the local varieties of edible and poisonous mushrooms, thus sparing her from such 
experiences as being called to a coroner's inquest to identify lethal mushrooms. 

The mushrooms on display are life-like replicas artfully made of wax and plastics 
by members of the staff of the Department of Exhibits, 
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May Announcement 


THE REGULAR MAY MEETING of the California Academy of Sciences will be held 
in Room 214, Simson African Hall, on Wednesday afternoon, May 15, 1946, at 
3:00 o'clock. The speaker will be Dr. Edward S. Ross, Associate Curator of Insects 
in the California Academy of Sciences, who will take as his subject: 


THe MANGYANS OF MINbDoRO 


Inhabiting the little-known mountainous interior of Mindoro, the Mangyans 
remain one of the least known of all Philippine peoples. Eking out a hand-to-mouth 
existence from primitive farming, foraging, and hunting, these shy, Indo-Malayan 
pagans maintain today a low level of material culture apparently little advanced 
from that which must have prevailed before the coming of Magellan. Pressure of 
outside exploitation which so often causes the disappearance or change of such 
cultures has long been delayed by the rugged terrain and by a virulent cerebral type 
of malaria for which the island is noted. 

To assist in the control of this malaria, Dr. Ross landed with the American in- 
vasion forces that regained Mindoro in December of 1944. While serving as Com- 
manding Officer of the task force Malaria Survey unit, he frequently ventured into 
the mountains with his camera and notebook to study the Mangyans, obtaining 
thereby the materials for this interesting lecture. 

The public is cordially invited. 


APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 


Notice is hereby given to all Corporate Members that the Council at its meeting 
on April 18, 1946, approved the applications of Dr. Bernard C. Begley, Dr. Joseph 
Grindon, Mr. David E. Lombardi and Mr. Empey A. Robertson, for MEMBERSHIP, 
and of Mr. Gerald F. Dahl, Miss Charlotte P. Holton, Miss Ruth Nittler, Miss 
Yvonne Rainer, Mr. Robert Rasmussen, Mr. Earl L. Resch, Mr. Joey Sand, Miss 


Marilyn J. Siesbuttel, and Mr. Robert W. Yancey for STUDENT MEMBERSHIP in 
the California Academy of Sciences. If no objection to the election of these appli- 
cants be received at the office of the Academy within two weeks after May 10, they 


will be considered elected. 
— 


Dr. CHAPMAN ReEcEIvEs GUGGENHEIM AWARD 


Dr. Wicpert M. CuapMan, Curator of Fishes in the California Academy of Sci- 
ences, has been awarded a Guggenheim Fellowship for the purpose of visiting the 
British Museum, the Museum d’Histoire Naturelle in Paris, and other European 
museums to study their Indo-Pacific fish collections and reference material. ‘This 
award, one of the Guggenheim post-service fellowships, will enable Dr. Chapman 
to continue studies of Indo-Pacific fishes which he began in the South Pacific during 


the war while in the service of the Office of Economic Warfare. 


STEPHENS Horo_ocicaAL CoLLECTION EXHIBITED 


Newest eExuipir in the Academy's Museum is a portion of the distinguished 
horological collection of Dr. William Barclay Stephens of Alameda. 

Horology, in case any reader has paused bricfly at this juncture to reach for his 
Greek dictionary, is the science of measuring time. Its equipment consists of sun- 
dials, hour-glasses, clocks, watches, and telescopes for observing the transit of stars. 

Dr. Stephens, a well-known physician and a life member of the Academy, has 
long made horology one of the recreations of a busy life, and has brought together 
the finest horological collection in western North America. 

Owing to limitations of space, only a small portion of the collection is being 
exhibited at the present time, but this portion includes some very interesting items, 
an early American clock with wooden works, another carly American clock with a 
wagon spring as motive power, and a “calendar clock” which tells the day of the 
week and the date as well as the hour. This last formerly stood in the old Logan 
County Courthouse at what is now Lincoln, Illinois and “old timers” there say that 
Abraham Lincoln was often seen to set his watch by it. This clock was one of the 
few things saved when the court house burned in 1859. 

Another interesting item on display is a Chinese sun-dial with built-in compass, 


apparently made for the use of Chinese mariners. 
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